
 

2023 

Dodge County Master Gardener Association 

Monthly Educational Program Schedule 

January 26—Project Year in Review by Dodge County Master Gardeners. A review of 2022 

projects, complete with photos and discussion. 

 

 
February 23—Cold Climate Grape Growing by Will Fulwider. An overview of grape growing 

for the home gardener, including variety and site selection, training and pruning, common pests 

and diseases, management, and harvest considerations. Will Fulwider is the Regional Crop and 

Soils Educator for Dane and Dodge County Extension. He works with farmers across the two 

counties on field and forage crop production. Prior to joining Extension, Will helped manage a 

vineyard in Dane County and worked on educational programming for grape growers in Napa. 

 

 
March 23—Spring Ephemerals by Chris Jacobs. Although brief, ephemerals are our first 

glimpse of spring. Learn more about the characteristics of spring ephemerals, their importance, 

and some of the common spring ephemerals in Wisconsin. Chris Jacobs has been a Certified 

Master Gardener since 2008 and has been an active member, serving as a Board member, 

Gardening for Gold chair, newsletter and Facebook editor and coordinator for many committees. 

She enjoys learning more each year and teaching others about the joys of horticulture. 

 

 
April 27—Annual Business Meeting (members only). Association business, including 

presentation of certification cards, updates on all projects and new this year: a meal will be 

provided as appreciation to our volunteers. 

 

 
May 25—Horticulture Therapy by Mike Maddox. “Gardening is my therapy” is often said by 

enthusiastic gardeners as we understand how plants assist with our own self-care. However, with 

some well thought out steps and focused efforts, gardening can be used as a modality to improve 

health and well-being. This program introduces participants to key elements of horticultural 

therapy and the benefits it provides. Mike Maddox is a horticultural therapist-registered with 

over 20 years of gardening experience and educational programs with communities. 

 

 
June 22—Invasive Plants: In and Beyond Your Yard by Mark Renz. Invasive plants in 

landscaped settings can contribute to negative impacts far beyond our yards. Learn about new 

invasive plants to look for, strategies for managing invasive plants, and Landscape Alternatives 

resources that help you choose non-invasive plants for your yard. Mark Renz is a professor and 

extension weed specialist with the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Dr. Renz researches and 

extends information about the biology and management of invasive plants.  He has over 20 years 

of experience with management of invasive plants throughout the United States.  



 

July 27—Service Meeting by Dodge County Master Gardener Volunteers. A project will be 

selected from either existing projects or one that is new for 2023. All members will meet to lend 

a helping hand for an organization such as a school, library, service organization, or community 

garden and we will work together for approximately an hour. We will also have a meal and a 

time of fellowship as we gather together for a time to encourage one another and our recipient. 

NOTE: The time of this meeting may be different from our regular meeting time. 

 

 
August 24—Season Extenders by Johanna Oosterwyk. Wisconsin weather can be fickle and the 

growing season is never long enough. Learn about some tools and tips to take control of the 

growing environment. Start your plants earlier, keep them thriving later and get more out of 

your garden all season long. Johanna Oosterwyk is the manager of the DC Smith Instructional 

Greenhouse at UW-Madison. She teaches classes in greenhouse management and plant care for 

the Department of Horticulture. 

 

 
September 28—Pruning Trees and Shrubs by Tim Eilbes. Pruning is probably one of the most 

confusing landscape tasks for homeowners. Many people aren’t sure what to do or when to do it. 

However, proper pruning is essential for maintaining attractive and healthy trees and shrubs. 

The practice of pruning can be simplified through an understanding of the basic principles and 

techniques. Come learn the why, the when, and the types of pruning, including the removal cut, 

the reduction cut, the heading cut, and removal of dead material. Tim Eilbes is the co-owner of 

K & B Trees, Lawns and Landscaping serving the greater Dodge County community. Tim has a 

bachelor’s degree in Landscape Architecture from UW-Madison and is a state registered 

Landscape Architect who has been in the green industry for 19 years. He has 3 (busy) children 

with his wife Tammy. 

 

 

October 26—Winter Sowing: a Simple Way to Sow Seeds Outdoors by Becky Gutzman. 

Looking for a way to start your own seedlings without fussing with lights, watering, and 

transplanting? Winter sowing is a great way to start seeds, working with nature to sprout them at 

the right time, and grow them in natural light. It’s also a fun project to get some gardening done 

in the winter. Becky is a Columbia County Master Gardener and will share her experiences in 

winter sowing, including what containers to use and how to prepare them, how the process 

works, and tips for successful sowing and transplanting into the garden. 

 

 
November and December—No meetings. Happy Holidays!! 

 

 
Contact us at: dcwimg@gmail.com or like us on Facebook. 
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